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early as 19211, and the Glass Areas Bill is, no doubt, one result
of that agitation.
Before dealing with the nature and effect of the Bill, it is
necessary to point out that it is in breach of the compromise of
1914 arrived at between the Union Government and the Indian
community of South Africa.2 But it was a compromise to which
both the Indian Government and the Imperial Government were
as much party as the Union Government and the Indian com-
munity, because the compromise was arrived at with the know-
ledge and concurrence of the Imperial and the Indian Govern-
ments. The latter had even sent Sir Benjamin Robertson as a
representative, technically to watch the course of the Commission
that was appointed by the Union Government to inquire into the
Indian position, but in reality to negotiate a settlement. The main
terms of the compromise were settled before Sir Benjamin Robert-
son, who represented the Indian Government, returned to India.
In accordance with that compromise, no further anti-Asiatic
legislation was to be passed by the Union Government. The under-
standing at the time was that the legal position of the Indian would
be gradually improved and that the then existing anti-Asiatic
legislation would, in time to come, be repealed. The contrary has,
however, happened. The public may remember that the first
attempt to break the spirit of the compromise was made when, in
the Transvaal, an attempt was made to enforce the existing legis-
lation adversely to the Indians and contrary to the practice that
prevailed at the time of the compromise. The Class Areas Bill,
however, goes much further in restricting Indian liberty.
Whatever may be the other implications of the compromise,
this much cannot be disputed by any party, that the settlement
of 1914 pledged the Union Government not to put further restric-
tions upon the Indian liberty, and apart from the general powers
of disallowance vested in His Majesty under the Letter of Instruc-
tions addressed to the Governor-General of South Africa, the
Imperial Government if they would be true to their trust are bound,
at any cost, to insist upon the observance of the terms of the com-
promise referred to by me.
We in India may not ignore the difficulties of the Union
Government which is dependent for its existence solely upon the
will of the Europeans of South Africa expressed through their
elected representatives to the exclusion of Indians and the natives
1  Vids Vol. XIX, pp. 528-9.
2 Vide Vol. XII, pp. 448-52.